NOTES FOR OVERSEAS STUDENTS
Who is an Overseas student?

In broad terms you will be classed by the UK Home Office as an Overseas student if you or your parents place of ordinary residence has been outside the United Kingdom or European Economic Area at any time during the last three years prior to the commencement of your course.  

Knowledge of English

College courses assume a proficient standard of spoken and written English.  Any offer of a college placement is therefore based upon this assumption.  If the College feels that the students standard of English is not sufficient to follow an academic course studying with English students it maybe able to provide additional support as an alternative to requesting a termination of the placement.  This additional support maybe chargeable locally direct to the college.
Refugee status/Political Asylum

If you, or your parent/s or husband or wife, have applied for refugee status of political asylum, or are intending to do so, please let the college know immediately.  Different regulations apply to students within this category.

Health

Students should ensure, before entering the UK, that they are in good health and in particular that they are not suffering from any infectious or contagious disease.

Students who are following a course of study of more than 6 months can use the National Health Service and should register with a local medical doctor as soon as possible after entry to the UK.

If you are studying for less than 6 months and come from a non-European Union country with whicj the UK does not have a reciprocal arrangement you are not entitled to use the National Health Service:  Students must ensure that they maintain appropriate medical insurance.  (a copy should be forwarded to the Friends Abroad office).

Employment

Overseas students may normally take paid employment in their free time or holidays.

Please advise the Friend Abroad office of your intention to seek employment if applicable.
Remaining in the United Kingdom

Students from the following countries must register with Hampshire Police within 7 days of arrival in the UK.  The Police charge between £35 & £45 for this process.

· Afghanistan

-   
Algeria


-          Argentina

· Armenia


-
Azerbaijan


-
Bahrain
· Belarus


-
Bolivia


-
Brazil

· China


-
Columbia


-
Cuba

· Egypt


-
Georgia


-
Iraq

· Israel


-
Jordan



-
Kazakhstan

· Kuwait


-
Kyrgyzstan


-
Lebanon

· Libya


-
Moldova


-
Morocco

· North Korea

-
Oman



-
Palestine

· Peru


-
Qatar



-
Russia

· Saudi Arabia

-
Sudan



-
Syria

· Tajikstan


-
Tunisia


-
Turkey

· Turkmenistan

-
UAE



-
Ukraine

· Uzbekistan


-
Yemen
If you are a student from a country not included on the above list and your passport states that “you should register at once with the police” you must telephone the Nationality Office +44 (0) 1962 871034.  If you are required to register you must make an appointment with the Nationality Office in Winchester.

This is a necessity and not an option.  Failure to register could result in a fine of £5000 and/or 6 months imprisonment and you could also be asked to leave the UK.

Friends Abroad reserve the right to give overseas students any diagnostic, practical or academic test it considers necessary before commencement of the college course. The results of the test will show if the student maintains a level of English suitable to complete the course.  If the results indicate an insufficient standard of English the college and Friends Abroad reserve the right to offer a more suitable course.
If  Friends Abroad offers you a place, you must, as soon as possible, contact the Entry Clearance Officer at the British Embassy, British High Commission or British Consulate in your own country to see if you need an entry clearance certificate, and if so, exactly what you need to produce to obtain one.

To obtain and Entry Clearance Certificate you will need to produce the following, but you must check in your own county;

A] 
A letter from Friends Abroad offering you a place, together with a statemenr of course fees and the likely maintenance costs.

B]
A letter/statement confirming your accommodation in the UK.

C]
A letter for parents, Guardians or sponsors guaranteeing payment of you tuition fees and maintenance costs.

D]
A letter from a bank or accountant that the parent, guardian or sponsor is able to meet the commitmen above.

E]
A valid passport and two passport photographs.

You may be refused entry to the UK if you do not comply with all of the above regulations.

Overseas student are responsible for ensuring that that have completed with UK immigration laws and Friends Abroad can take no responsibility for any failure to do so.

European Students may enter the UK, for initially, 6 months without an Entry Clearance Certificate but should contact the Home Office, Immigration and Nationality Department, Lunar House, 40 Wellesley Road, Croydon, Surrey, CR9 2BY if they wish to remain longer than 6 months.
Registration with the Police

All overseas students from non-European or commonwealth countries must register with the police within 7 days of arrival.  A fee may be charged.

